Trends Memo 

"This I Believe" Essay Assignment

Writing to the Web: ENGL 444 Winter’07

On the NPR Web site, they suggest five strategies for writing this essay. These include telling a story, being specific, naming your belief, being positive and being personal.

The best essays are those that tell a story and are very specific--providing detail, such as dates, times, places--that paint a vivid picture for the reader and listener. They are honest and direct and have a CLARITY OF CONVICTION. I am glad a gave you this assignment because you’re starting out the semester owning your own voice as a writer and journalists. Thank you for sharing so much of your spirits with me. I am honored. 

What’s working…

1. Clear thinking

2. Resolute about ideas and statements

3. Again, clarity of conviction and passion 

4. Organized direct prose

5. Detailed colorful illustration of points

Things to look at as you revise…

1. Don’t preach. Make this essay about you and what you believe.

2. Tell us a story more as you revise: paint a picture and illustrate your point with colorful details, facts, and information. 

3. Avoid rationalizations and high-level abstract thinking and complex ideas that are not easily illustrated. 

Think of the structure of your essay this way---

1. I believe (me—my thoughts)

2. Why it’s important to all of us…what we share with you.

3. How you came to this believe—your story, your ideas and thoughts

4. Why your thoughts and beliefs are universal…how you connect your thoughts and experiences with others.

Next Story Assignment due 2.24.07—write and design a page for our client, the Livonia teen library. Start with your rhetorical, technical, and aestheric criteria. Then move into the content. Finally, consider the technical aspects. You can hand-code the page, use Bbedit, or another text editor. Focus on the rhetorical needs of the client and serving the audience in a creative and compelling way. 

