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This is the first graded writing assignment for the semester. A text-only version of this essay is due in class on Wednesday, January 31.  Make sure you have a hard copy and also a saved “electronic” version, which could be on your emich space, on a flash drive,  in your e-mail, or on a disk. 

The assignment is worth 10 points toward your final grade.  The assignment requires you to write an original 350-500 word “This I Believe” essay following the model presented on the NPR Web site www.thisibelieve.org
Your essay will be evaluated according to how well it contains and demonstrates the following:

1. One clear “theme” or focus—you state your belief explicitly and develop it throughout the essay. (2 points)

2. The belief is supported with details from your life that support the key argument and persuasive statement you are making. (2 points)

3. The essay is well organized and ideas flow logically one to another in a cohesive manner. (2 points) 

4. The essay is clean and free of grammatical errors. (2 points) 

5. The essay meets the need of the audience and clearly follows the format and guidelines of the “This I Believe” form, which means it was written to be heard on the radio and read online. (2 points) 

Once this initial version of the story is done, you will then work on a html version, which will be posted to your portfolio page. (Publishing the .html version of the essay on your portfolio page will constitute your first tech competency assignment. You will work in class to do this with your partner.) 

